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Principal’s Message
Dear Families,
Re: The School Plan Moving Forward After Spring Break
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We hope this message finds you all healthy in these unprecedented and trying times.
Now with Spring Break behind us and a new reality for BC schools (the suspension of
in-class instruction) due to the CO-VID 19 pandemic, we are working to make this
transition as smooth as possible. Our first priority is the health and safety of students,
their families and the staff of Alert Bay School. We will be connecting with all families
over the next couple of weeks. Myself, or a teacher will reach out by phone to
connect with you. Please accept calls from “unidentified caller” over the next couple
of weeks as it may one of us trying to contact you. Access to the school building will
be very limited and by appointment only. Priority at this point is to parents who need
to book an appointment to pick up any medications for their child that were left on
ABES premises, as well as picking up students belongings and supplies. Please call the
school 250-974-5569 or email me jturner@sd85.bc.ca if you need to book an
appointment.
Teachers are busy preparing lessons to deliver to students starting April 14, 2020. In
the meantime, students are encouraged to continue their learning in a variety of ways.
The Ministry has provided this link to support students in their continual learning.
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/

Hand Hygiene
Workshops

2

Release the
Rythym

3

Photos from a
Spring Walk

3

Coho Fry

3

If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to email me at
jturner@sd85.bc.ca, as I look forward to hearing from you.

BC Ministry of
Education FAQ
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Kindest regards,
Jen Turner
Principal of Alert Bay School

Provincial updates about CO-VID 19 will continue to be updated on the district and
school websites,
www.sd85.bc.ca
https://abes.sd85.bc.ca/
As well as our school PAC’s Facebook Page, found here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173984239279404/
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Science Fair
Congratulations to all the students at Alert
Bay School on an amazing Science Fair. The
judges were impressed by the level of
projects and the hard work the students put in
to their learning.
As deemed by our community judges the
ABES Science Fair Winners are:
Grade 2: Wynne James, Samara Cook
Grade 3/4: Anna Payne-Javier,
Dennis Stauffer, Jonathan Cardinal
Grade 5/6: Meissa Fletcher, Meadow Austin,
Jason Speck/Peyton Brotchie, Rebecca-Lynn
Jackson
Grade 7: Lillianna McKinney, Aydan Cook,
Amanda Joseph
Overall Winners: Meissa Fletcher and
Meadow Austin
.

Hand Hygiene Workshops
Community health nurse, Nicole James led all
classes in hand hygiene workshops. Handwashing is
the best way to prevent the spread of infections.
Eighty percent of common infections are spread by
hands. Washing hands at least five times a day has
been shown to significantly decrease the frequency of
colds, flu and other infections. Nicole also
covered other important infection control behaviors:
cough or sneeze into an arm or tissue, stay home
when sick, and keep your hands away from your face
and mouth.
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Release the Rhythm
Daniel Duggan captivated our students with an
interactive performance of his Release the
Rhythm show on Monday, March 9. Following
the show each of the three classes had a one
hour workshop with Daniel. The workshops
were hands on engaging sessions with every
participant energetically taking part on their
instrument. The students were introduced to
the Djembe, Agogo Bells, the Caxixi, the Cajon,
the Ganza and the Claves. Thank you to the
After School Sport and Art program for bringing Daniel to the school.

Photos from a Spring Walk

Coho Fry
The coho salmon eggs we received at the end of
January have grown. The fertilized eggs hatched
and alevins emerged. These are tiny fish with the
yolk sac of the egg attached to their bellies. They
consumed all of the yolk sac and grew in size.
The fish are now considered fry. We now need
to feed the fry with special fish food for coho fry.

BC Ministry of Education, Frequently Asked Questions
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The British Columbia Ministry of Education is working with all 60
school districts, independent school authorities, First Nations
schools and education partners to support a coordinated
approach in response to COVID-19. The health and safety of
school staff, students, parents and communities is the highest
priority. To ensure B.C.’s K-12 education system supports the
coordinated approach, the work will be guided by a set of
principles to:
1. Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students,
families and employees.
2. Provide the services needed to support children of our
essential workers.
3. Support vulnerable students who may need special
assistance.
4. Provide continuity of educational opportunities for all
students.
The Ministry of Education has developed Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) with the latest developments and will continue
to update them. These questions and answers can be found at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-tograde-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answerscontinuity-of-learning-k-12-education_system.pdf

