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Sandra Walther has joined our teaching 

staff.  Sandra is an ELL specialist/mentor 

and Teacher Librarian from Nanaimo.  She 

grew up in Port Alice and Port Hardy and 

graduated from NISS.  Sandra went on to 

teach at CFS Holberg, Eagleview and Fort 

Rupert schools for 34 years.  Sandra and 
her mother had the Prestwich Dancers 

dance school in Port Hardy.  Mrs. Walther 

is grateful to be given this opportunity to 

work at ABES and live in this glorious,  

relaxing, friendly community. 

Important Dates 

 

Dec. 5 Student Photo Retakes 

Dec. 15 Christmas Concert at 7:00  

Dec. 19 - 

30 

Christmas Break 

Jan. 3 In-service Day - No School 

Jan. 4 School Re-opens 

Jan 23 - 

27 

Missoula Children’s Theatre  

“Little Red Riding Hood” 

Feb. 10 Pro-D Day - No School 

Feb. 20 Family Day - No School 

 
Hello Families, 

 

We have had a busy year so far.  We hosted our fall feast which was an enormous success.  

Students planned and prepared for weeks before to share our culture and our teachings 

with our families and our community.  Students did an excellent job of cooking, speaking, 

dancing and serving.  They were involved from start to finish and it was an honor to see so 

many guests enjoying themselves.  Many students took healthy risks with their learning and 

presenting which was a delight to witness.  We would like to take the time to thank Modi, 

Gundy and Patsy for cooking and baking for us and teaching our students the art of making 

yusa.  We were very proud to honor some of our original Kwak’wala program teachers, 

Ada Vera Newman, Stella Beans and Elizabeth Nelson.  We covered them with blankets to 

let them know how important they are to us and how their teachings will always resonate 

with us. 

 

We are working diligently on our school Christmas concert.  This will be the first with an 

audience in over three years.  We are up to the challenge and look forward to performing 

for our families. 

 

As a school we are focusing on attendance for success.  Although we understand that  

students have to be away due to illness, appointments and circumstances beyond their  

control, we are hoping that families will do their best to ensure their children can attend 

regularly.  (Especially if they have a part in the upcoming play) 

 

We have a specialized teacher in our school assisting us with assessing our ELL students.  

Sandra Walther is here for her second week and has been assessing reading and writing 

with some of our students.  She has been a great asset to our school and really knows her 

stuff. 

 

We are looking forward to having Missoula Children’s Theatre here in January sponsored 

by the ASSAI after school program.  We will be performing “Little Red Riding Hood” and 

will be working towards the performance from January 23rd to the 27th. 

 

As the season turns we are asking students to dress appropriately for the weather and 

even bring a change of clothes in case they get wet. 

 

We have a busy few weeks ahead of us as we get ready for Christmas break.   

Roberta Harris, Vice-Principal 

Vice-Principal’s Message 

November 2022  

Alert Bay School 

Newsletter 
 

Inside this issue: 

Salmon Feast 2 

Will’s Jam 2 

Remembrance 

Day 

3 

Cross Country 

Meet 

3 

Kwak’wala  

Workshop 

3 

Sandra Walther, 

ELL Teacher 

4 

Important Dates 4 



On November 17th Will’s Jam  

performed for the school.  His high-

energy rock-pop music in English and 

French is full of witty wordplay and sing-

along choruses, inspiring kids to be  

active, creative, caring and community-

minded.  Will Stroet of Will's Jams is a 
JUNO-nominated musician, nationally 

recognized educator and former CBC 

Kids TV star.   

Salmon Feast 

Will’s Jam 
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Alert Bay School invited our 

friends and family to have lunch 

with us on Thursday, November 3, 

2022.    Everyone was served Yu’sa, 

with or without t’łina, and home-

made buns.  We had cakes and 

cookies for dessert.  A feast song 

was sung and our guests were  

given apples. Following this we had 

a salmon dance ceremony and fun 

dance. The feast ended with a 

speech from Ho’miskinis, Chief 

Don Svanvik.  

 

Our senior class participated 

in a all-day Kwak’wala  

workshop facilitated by  

Andrea Cranmer and Vera  

Newman on Nov. 22.  The 

students enjoyed the games, 

discussion, lessons and lunch.  

The workshop was delivered 

in partnership with the 

U’Mista Cultural Centre. 

Remembrance Day 

Cross Country Meet 

AJ Elliot Elementary hosted the 

Cross Country Meet in Sointula on 

November 16.  A group of students 

participated.  Their results are as 

follows.  Tyke Boys: 24th Caleb 

Jesso, 30th Tony Wilson, 37th  

Clayton Phillips.  PeeWee Girls: 5th 

Wynne James.  PeeWee Boys: 8th 

Enoch Jesso.  Bantam Girls: 12th 

Phoenix Moon, 17th Isabella 

Govereau, 20th Sunita Brown.   

Bantam Boys: 6th Julian Phillips-

Bruce. 
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We honour Remembrance Day in a 

few ways at Alert Bay School.  The 

students participated in the Royal 

Canadian Legion’s Poster and  

Literary Contests.  We held a  

Remembrance Day Assembly.  All 

the students wore a poppy.  We 

sang “Oh Canada” and observed a 

minute of silence to reflect, honour, 

thank and remember the fallen. 

Kwak’wala Workshop 


